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Annual Report from The Executive Committee 
 

Prepared for Annual General Meeting  
10th November 2021 
9.30am – 12:30pm  

 
 
 

Executive Committee Members  
Deb Kellock (Individual) 
Karissa Preuss (ACT and Region Catchment Management Coordination Group and Landcare ACT) 
David Barratt (Alluvium) 
Fiona Dyer (Individual) 
Angela Calliess (Ginninderry Conservation Trust) 
Tim Chaseling (Icon Water) 
Rebecca Widdows (Yass Valley Council) 
Martine Franco (Southern ACT Catchment Group) 
Glenys Patulny (Southern ACT Catchment Group) 
Jenilee De Landre (ACT Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate) 
 
2021 General Update 
 
Ange Calliess has continued as Chair this year, but she and four other executives plan to step down for 2022. 
Other executive members will be up for renomination, and we have attracted six new nominees. 
 
UMCN have continued to build capacity and profile through engaging with social media, developing website 
content, producing recordings of activities, and developing a new strategic plan for 2021-2026.  
 
Covid-19 has continued to throw up challenges for us this year, but investments in event recordings and the 
online meeting platform, Zoom, has helped us maintain attendee numbers and increase accessibility for 
general meetings. Online meetings have also been employed for executive meetings to side-step any covid-19 
restrictions and have overall increased engagement with the network. 
 
It has been fantastic and so impressive to see how resilient and adaptive our regional community has been in 
light of the challenges of 2020 and 2021! Stay strong! ���� 
 
ACT/NSW Catchment Management Group 
 
UMCN continues to be represented at meetings of the ACT and Region Catchment Management Coordination 
Group (ACTRCMCG) by Exec member Karissa Preuss.  
 
We received our second year of funding from ACTRCMCG this year and have one more year of funding to come 
as part of our current Letter of Agreement. Next year’s funding includes operational and forum funding for 
2022. We hope that our recent investment in strategic planning, activity recording and profile raising will stand 
us in good stead for attracting funding in coming years. 
 

https://umcn.org.au/umcn-executive-committee-nominees-november-2021/
https://umcn.org.au/strategic-planning/
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Thanks to all members for participation and support throughout 2021 
 
The Executive Committee would like to express our thanks to all UMCN members for your participation and 
support at meetings and events this year. We are always keen to hear from our members and if you have 
suggestions/ideas about how to improve the way we do things please get in touch with us. 
 
Changes to Executive Committee 
 
We would like to express our thanks to the five Executive Committee members standing down. We wish them 
all the best for the future. Big thanks to: 
Fiona Dyer (Treasurer), Ange Calliess (Chair), Deb Kellock (Secretary), David Barratt and Tim Chaseling. 

             
 
 
Thank you to all 2021 workshop facilitators and presenters!! 
Presentation recordings can be found on the news page of our website!  
 
AGM November 2020 
Peter Cotsell, ACT Bushfire Recovery Task Force, Bushfire Recovery in the Orroral Valley 
 
General Meeting February 2021 
Frank Garofalow, CEO ACT NRM, The New ACT Government NRM Plan 
 
Mini-Forum April 2021 
Laura Canackle, Project Officer, NSW Saving our Species, The Resilient Bredbo Gentian 
Carolyn Larcombe, Conservation Manager, Wandiyali: Recovery, Restoration and Resilience 
 
General Meeting May 2021 
Steve Taylor, Program Leader ACT Invasive Plants Program, ACT Government Invasive Plant Plan 
 
Extraordinary Meeting June 2021- Cross-border Building Fill 
Julie Rogers, Director Planning & Environment, Yass Valley Council 
Narelle Sargent, Environmental Protection Authority, ACT Government 
 
Mini-Forum June 2021- Production and Biodiversity; Landscape, Community and Personal Resilience 
Colin Seis, Farmer, Winona, Restoring Our Farm Ecosystem 
Liz Calrke, CEO, Soils For Life, Resilience from a Social and Landscape Function Perspective 
James Diack, Community Engagement and Financial Analysis Manager, Soils For Life, Soil Monitoring 
Workshop 
 
General Meeting August 2021 
Elizabeth Goodfellow, Yass Area Network of Landcare groups, Climate Ready Revegetation 
 
AGM November 2021 
John and Robyn Ive, Farmers, and Jeni De Landre, RALF, Tour of Talaheni- pre-recorded tour. 
 
 

https://umcn.org.au/news/
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What have our member groups been up to this year?  
 
Icon Water 
 
As an essential service provider to the Canberra community, the provision of water and waste water services 
has not been without its challenges throughout 2021. Challenges particularly with the timely sourcing of 
specialist contractors, including equipment, for the ongoing maintenance and servicing of infrastructure. The 
majority of large infrastructure upgrade projects, eg. Belconnen Trunk Sewer augmentation project, have had 
to be postponed until 2022.  
 
The successful continuity of service over the past 12 months has been a credit to staff and available 
contractors given other non-pandemic related issues, such as (unbelievably) too much rainfall at times. We are 
however very pleased with the ongoing rainfall overall and for the majority of this year, all four storage dams 
have been spilling. Associated with these flows have been another successful spawning season for Macquarie 
perch in the Cotter Dam and the ongoing flushing of sediment laden streams, post the 2019 Orroral Valley 
bushfires. Water quality has been very good over the period and drinking water has been predominantly 
sourced from the Bendora Dam, a high quality and low cost option. This also provides a relief to the use of the 
Murrumbidgee to Googong pumping station, which is currently on a maintenance only operations mode. 
Correspondingly, Googong Dam has been used sparingly and has remained off line for the majority of 2021.  
 
A saturated catchment and difficulty sourcing appropriate contractors has delayed some of our weed spraying 
work this year, however our Bushfire Operations Plan and Grounds Maintenance across our network of sites 
remains on track. A saturated catchment also brings difficulties with managing the total inflows at the Lower 
Molonglo Water Quality Control Centre with recent rainfalls contributing significant inflows into the sewerage 
network and treatment process, with peak inflows surpassing 5,000 litres/second several times this year.  
 
This year has certainly had its challenges however with full supply dams heading into summer and lockdowns 
easing we look forward to a productive 2022. 
 

- Tim Chaseling 
 
 
Friends of Mount Majura 
 
FoMM Annual Plan  
A). The seed collection workshop in connection with the Seed Node Project did not happen because of issues 
at Molonglo Consultancy including job loss for Justin Hurley Ley, who was supposed to lead the seed 
collection. 
B). Potential FoMM activities in 2021/2022 including those requiring PCS support  
(1) Mulching sites at the Fair project where contractors sprayed Chilean Needle Grass. 
(2) Continue clean up at the Fair, stakes, wire-mesh guards, plastic guards. 
(3) Control of StJW at the Fair; FoMM to monitor StJW in the perimeter of the Fair project; PCS - Contractor to 
control StJW in the perimeter. 
(4) Continue and follow up herbaceous weed control in the immediate surroundings of the Fair project; follow 
up woody weed control in the wider Fair area (e.g. Cootamundra wattles)  
(5) Seed node monitoring & weed control. 
(6)  Direct seeding of native grasses.   
(6) Continue work at the drainage line close to the Hackett reservoir. 
(7) Woody weed project at the Federal Highway, control of blackberries and rabbits and replanting.  
(8) Other activities in spring: bird walk and wildflower walk generate huge interest (Waltraud is currently 
updating the Flora list which has been published on the FoMM website for some 15 years) 
(9) Invasion from Federal Highway plantings into Mt Majura Nature Park. 
Walking Track Maintenance 
 

- Max Pouwer 
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Upper Murrumbidgee Landcare 
 
UMLC is undertaking a change of guard, with our long-term president leaving the district. Tony Robinson has 
been the UMLC for more than a decade. His departure coincides with the UMLC 25th Anniversary and we will 
celebrate both at the Bredbo Inn Hotel on November 28th. Over the last year we lost a Landcare group and 
gained another. Burra Landcare closed due to lack of membership and Smiths Road Landcare group is looking 
to re-establish. UMLC continues to work with consortium groups and are part of the regions Save Our Scarlet 
Robin, Macca Perch and Aprasia projects. We have managed a number of bushfire funded projects, which have 
supported revegetation projects, wildlife survey activities and coordinated pest control programs. For the 
remaining of the year, UMLC supported activities focus on education events for managing box-gum grassy 
woodlands and plant seed collection and propagation events. 
 

- Georgeanna Story 
 
Upper Murrumbidgee Waterwatch 
 
The 2020 Waterwatch Catchment Health Indicator Program (CHIP) report, released in March 2021, was based 
upon 1,872 water quality surveys, 184 waterbug surveys and 219 riparian condition surveys conducted by over 
200 volunteers. The total number of sites surveyed was 229 with a total of 98 reach report cards were 
produced.  
 
Of the 98 reaches presented in the CHIP report, four were scored as in excellent condition, two reaches in the 
Molonglo catchment plus two in Southern ACT. This was one more than 2019. A further 36 reaches were 
scored as being in good condition, which is one less than last year, and 55 reaches were in fair condition, two 
more than 2019.  Four reaches received a poor score, one less than last year, and no reaches received a 
degraded score. 
 
While 2020 was predominantly a wet year, it was preceded by years of drought and began with severe 
bushfires. This meant there was influxes of ash, sediment and nutrients from burnt catchments and inputs of 
carbon and nutrients from systems that were not burnt but had not been flushed with regular rainfall for some 
years. Thus, water quality parameters were poor for much of 2020 but a correction could be seen towards the 
end of the year. Preliminary results from 2021 indicates some of the best conditions that our waterways in the 
upper Murrumbidgee have seen in many years. 
 
Over 300 volunteers were signed up to participate in the Platypus Month surveys in August 2021. While the 
first couple of surveys produced good sightings, the remaining surveys were cancelled due the lockdown. As 
part of Platypus Month, Waterwatch launched a new Platy and Ratty portal to capture sightings of platypus 
and Rakali (water rats) in the upper Murrumbidgee. For more information go to:  
https://www.act.waterwatch.org.au/resources/aquatic-flora-and-fauna/platypus 
 

- Woo O’Reilly 
 
Alluvium 
 
We have been: 
 

• Engaged by the Office of the Commissioner for Sustainability and the Environment to investigate the 
effectiveness of key ACT Government management actions and strategies to protect Canberra’s lakes 
and waterways, and to identify any gaps or issues to be addressed. 

• Undertaking investigations and developing concept designs for new stormwater treatment systems in 
Tuggeranong, under Phase 2 of the ACT Healthy Waterways Project, including a potential 
naturalisation of Tuggeranong Creek, and, 

• Helping the SLA produce an Urban Interface Development Guideline to help to better plan, design, 
establish, and monitor and maintain urban interfaces in the ACT, particularly those abutting nature 
conservation areas. 

 
- David Barratt 

https://www.act.waterwatch.org.au/resources/aquatic-flora-and-fauna/platypus
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Cooma Waterwatch 
 
Cooma Waterwatch has been weathering the ups and down of COVID this last year with local and regional 
lockdowns affecting our program.  It is a credit to our great volunteers that most have continued to remain 
with the waterwatch program despite experiencing a break in activities during lockdown.  This included our 
annual Platypus surveys which had to be cancelled and we only got a few surveys done. Thankyou to all our 
volunteers for remaining committed to the program. 
 
The good rainfall over the last year has finally seen groundwater recharge and our rivers and creeks have had 
good flows with levels being consistent.  Even creeks like the Cooma and Rock Flat Creeks (which did not flow 
last year) have started to flow again.  Water quality and waterbugs have responded to the good conditions, 
with good results now being seen even in the fire affected catchments such as the Badja, Numeralla, Bredbo 
and parts of the Murrumbidgee River.  We look forward to publishing our findings in this year's Catchment 
Health Indicator Report early in 2022. 
 
Cooma Waterwatch is a proud partner of Cooma Landcare, which is improving the Cooma creek via litter clean 
ups and riparian plantings.  Cooma Waterwatch is proudly supported by Icon Water, the ACT Government and 
South East Local Land Services. 
 

- Antia Brademann 
 
 
Upper Murrumbidgee Demonstration Reach 
 
The Upper Murrumbidgee Demonstration Reach (UMDR) was funded to implement the Upper Murrumbidgee 
Recovery Reach project in late 2020.  The recovery reach project is a two year project and one of  four 
recovery reaches funded under the Native Fish Recovery Strategy.  More information can be found here: 
https://finterest.com.au/native-fish-recovery-strategy/recovery-reaches/upper-murrumbidgee-recovery-
reach/   The UMRR project hosted a fish and flows forum in June, 2021 aiming to get all catchment managers 
together to learn about issues affecting our catchment.  Over-extraction of the headwaters and the lack of 
protection of environmental flows in the upper Murrumbidgee were key issues of concern raised. 
 
The UMDR has maintained its strong onground works focus with erosion control works being carried out in the 
bushfire affected Bumbalong Valley in partnership with Local Land Services, the NSW Soil Conservation 
Service, the Australian Restoration Centre, Greening Australia and landholders supported by funding from the 
SE Bushfire Recovery Program, the National Landcare Program, Landcare Australia and the Caterpillar 
Foundation.  The UMDR also has been carrying out riparian weed control programs in partnership with Bredbo 
Landcare targeting willows, blackberry and box elder thanks to funding from the SE Bushfire Recovery 
Program, the Crown Reserves Improvement Fund and the Murray Darling Basin Authorities' Healthy Rivers 
Program.  The UMDR adventurous volunteer program has been carrying our weed mapping to inform these 
projects. 
 
The UMDR has been involved as a partner organisation of South East Local Land Services 'Reaching for 
Recovery of the endangered Macquarie perch' project.  Other things the UMDR has been working on is to 
develop a new UMDR website and to finalise our 10 year management plan for the upper Murrumbidgee 
River.  Both should be finalised soon. 
 
The UMDR aims to improve river health and aquatic habitat for the benefit of native fish populations and the 
community.  The upper Murrumbidgee is a nationally significant river reach, which is the home to one of the 
few remaining natural populations of Macquarie perch and Murray cod.  Platypus, Rakali, Murray river crays 
and Trout cod are also found.  A healthy and functioning river supports healthy catchment communities, with 
the upper Murrumbidgee River providing the source water supply to regional towns and our nation's capital.   
Key partners of the UMDR include Bush Heritage Australia, the Australian River Restoration Centre, Upper 
Murrumbidgee Waterwatch, the ACT Government,  the University of Canberra, Local Land Services and NSW 
DPI Fisheries. 
 

- Antia Brademann 
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Ginninderra Catchment Group  
 

• General Priorities 
Providing support to member groups (increased to 27 member groups, up from 19 groups in March 2020) 
Management of Landcare and Healthy Waterways projects 
Support to Executive and General Member committee meetings 
Convening Ginninderry Bush on the Boundary 
Supporting new community projects and partnerships 
 

• Current Projects 
Natural Temperate Grassland Restoration project - multiple sites 
Biodiversity restoration project at Croke Place Wetlands and Grasslands 
Urban revegetation at Emu Creek in Belconnen 
Urban Revegetation across 12 priority sites in Belconnen and Gungahlin 
Wetland Restoration at Yerrabi Pond 
Turtle monitoring project and nest protection through Citizen Science TurtleWatch 
New tools and water trailers 
Construction of on-site Native Plant Nursery 
 

• Waterwatch 
Annual Waterwatch monitoring for sites within the GC and UMC 
Annual CHIP report released 
RARC (Rapid Appraisal of Riparian Condition) for 10 sites within the Waterwatch program 
Education events including working with school and scout groups 
 

• Frogwatch 
Annual Frogwatch census throughout October 
The yearly Tadpole kits for Schools program funded by ICON Water run in Term 4 2021 and Term 1 2022 
Frog monitoring project at Ginninderrry across multiple sites 
New frog monitoring in Namadgi NP, part of a Bushfire recovery project 
  

- Kathy McGilp 
 
Greening Australia  
 
• Dr Christine Allen, who attended a few meetings of the UMCN on behalf of GA, has sadly finished up 
with us, so I wanted to jump in (to this meeting).  
• Caterpillar Foundation project, that is partnering with ARRC, ROC and UMDR (eg Antia, Siwan, Lori) to 
address point source erosion in the Bumbalong valley, improve habitat for Macca Perch through strategic 
willow removal and replanting and some fish hotel installation. 
 

- Graham Fifield 
 
Ginninderry Conservation Trust 
 
• We are just about to finish our first walking track, goes from The Link in Ginninderry to Shepherds 
Lookout. 
• ACT parks have done a lot of restoration work on the path. 
• EDNA sampling, second round, sampling dams, rivers, gives an indication of terrestrial and aquatic 
species using the water sources, partnering with ANU to do the analysis.   
 

- Ange Calliess 
 
Molonglo Waterwatch 
 
• Jed has taken over from Deb Kellock as Waterwatch coordinator. 
 

- Jed Pearson 
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Landcare ACT 
 
• Landcare held an online weeds forum last week, had over 80 participants 
• Feedback will be available on our website 
• Feedback used to write a paper 
• New Wellbeing Project Officer started this week 
• New website up in the next few weeks 
• New members council- 25 people, meeting next week 
• National Landcare Project II in the process of review, so members have been involved in workshops, 
next version starting next year 
 

- Karissa Preuss 
 
ACT and Region Catchment Management Coordination Group 
 
• Karissa is the community representative 
• Water security is one issue on the agenda 
• Queanbeyan sewage plant, high on the agenda 
• ACTR Catchment Strategy and the Implementation Plan, UMCN will be involved in provide feedback. 
 

- Karissa Preuss 
 
Upper Murrumbidgee Waterwatch 
 
• Anke Maria and I were out at Mount Clear, on the Nace River, lots of Stoney Creek frogs, 16 males 
sitting on a rock, I have not seen in numbers like that in this part of the world before. 
• Waterwatch spring surveys, finding stoneflies where never seen before, indication that waterways are 
going well this year 
• Citizen Science data analyst position going ATM, due 24th November 
https://www.jobs.act.gov.au/jobs/environment-and-planning/temporary/47792 
• Working with Richard Snashall making a video about valuing the UMC, if people are interested in 
giving input, stories of different people along the river. 
 

- Woo O’Reilly 
 
Southern ACT Catchment Group 
 
• Wrapped up bushfire recovery project, Landcare Grant, community engagement in burnt areas, new 
project officer, Jeff Butler 
• Large contract for weeds management in the Gudgenby Valley 
• Some more communication events, within the park, excited to get into 
• Working with ACT NRM, 4 years funding, finalising plans now, community education, mostly around 
urban waterways 
• Steam weeding machine, developing a plan to get into urban areas, if interested please contact us 
 

- Martine Franco   
 
Patrick Lucas, PhD Candidate UNSW, Economics 
 
• Recently moved from Melbourne to Canberra 
• Researching how we value nature on private agricultural land 
• Trying to figure out what the issues are, understand the organisations that are involved 
 
Yass Valley Council 
 
• Currently working on biodiversity on council owned and managed land, to understand what is there, 
best use of the land, what management does it need, any biodiversity stewardship opportunities, never been 
done before, very exciting 

https://www.jobs.act.gov.au/jobs/environment-and-planning/temporary/47792
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• Climate change risk assessment drafted, to council this month 
• Ecochamps project has kicked off- promoting local business that are engaging in sustainability 
practices, if you know of any business, tell them to call us 
• Sustainability Sundays on Facebook 
• Starting on road revegetation strategy  
 

- Rebecca Widdows 
 
Glenys Patulny 
 
• Tuggeranong Lake Clean up this Sunday, making some great connections with different groups 
 
Waterwatch SACTCG 
 
• It’s been wet, all rivers well up, Murrumbidgee has had a good flush out, seeing a return of species 
that we haven’t seen in two years 
• Waterwatch had a big gap for a couple of months, a bit of a struggle to catch up 
• Training coming in December to test and certify 
• Some people have stood down due to covid, some have stepped up 
• A few online education things, but not much due to covid 
• As well as steam weeder, we have quick spray unit- may sell to Gundagai, if it doesn’t get enough use 
 

- Martin Lind 
 
ACT NRM 
 
• A difficult year, somehow, we have all managed to deliver 
• In particularly NLP2 projects are on track 
• Protecting and Connecting Woodlands, collaborating with Greening Australia, looking for more ACT 
landowners to engage 
• Future Drought Fund fully committed, more workshops and community engagement next year 
• Third time lucky for the ACT Grazing Group in December- postponed twice already 
• Grant applications going in through the Murray-Darling Healthy River Program, would be great if we 
could get them across 
• ACT NRM Plan delayed due to covid, public display won’t happen until next year 
• EPSDD team working on capital food and fibre strategy, stakeholder engagement coming up, would 
be great to have some members from UMCN 
• Farm day on 26th November 
 

- Jeni De Landre 
 
Michael Wrathall, Community/ C’Wealth Gov 
 
• Protection of flows out of Tantangara Dam, had a discussion with NSW Gov staff recently, the water 
sharing plan for UM isn’t going to be reviewed for a coupe of years, but its good to get in early 
• Reasonably confident we can explore how that might operate 
• One major licence holder in this area, touches on Patrick’s thesis, water for productive use vs in 
stream needs, would be interesting to know if there is some understanding about the needs of that business 
• Strategic planning document was useful, see where the organisation sees itself in 5 years, change in 
committee an opportunity to build on the momentum 
 
 
Tom Baker, Community/ Landcare 
 
• Been involved in a number of organisations, currently in Queanbeyan Landcare 
• Currently creating a history of Landcare in Queanbeyan, draws in the social history of the area 
• Will be a short report on our history- looking for funding 
• Local gov elections, trying to get onto council about cat containment 
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Queanbeyan/Palerang Regional Council https://www.qprc.nsw.gov.au/Home 
 
Molonglo Conservation Group https://molonglo.org.au/ 
 
Wandiyali Restoration Trust https://wandiyalirestorationtrust.org/ 
 
Australian River Restoration Centre https://arrc.com.au/ 
 
 

Thank you to all our members and supporters! 
 

https://www.qprc.nsw.gov.au/Home
https://molonglo.org.au/
https://wandiyalirestorationtrust.org/
https://arrc.com.au/

